CHAPTER   I

SCOPE   AND   METHOD  OF   FEDERALISM*
INTRODUCTORY.
Among contemporary forms of polity the federal type
is undoubtedly one of the most important.     The  United
States of America, Switzerland, Canada, Australia,  South
Africa,   and Germany   are,   at   present,   all  federations.
Modern scientific discoveries and the consequential   modi-
fications in   economic  and  social  relationship  have heen
necessitating larger and larger political combinations.   And
federalism is the result of an attempt to secure this end,
at the same time retaining in the hands of these combining
political units as large an amount of freedom as possible.
Nor has the movement come to an end*    Inside the British
Empire the recent federal movement has apparently failed.
But in the current discussions regarding the future of the
Indian constitution there  are many strong advocates  of
the federal solution*    And in the international  field  the
League of Nations can undoubtedly be looked upon as an
incipient federation.    Whatever may be its actual future,
it cannot  be  denied  that  an influential  body  of  world
opinion to-day looks forward to the development  of the
League's institutions along federal lines.
But federalism connotes Sa high degree of political
experience for its successful establishment and working.
This i$ one of the reasons why prior to the foundation of tb^